, with an overnight pre-incubation as described by Sissingh (1971. Plant Soil 34:483-486 ) using a solid:distilled water ratio of 1:2.5. Dissolved metal(loid) and Se concentrations were determined in the < 0.45-µm filtrates using ICP-MS (mass spectrometry). Dissolved total C (TC) and inorganic C (IC) in the < 0.45μm filtrates were measured on a Dohrmann analyzer. : not significant at α = 0.05 ‡ Statistical analysis was conducted using the Statistical Analysis System version 9.1 for Windows NT (SAS Institute Inc., Cary, NC). For each type of tailings, analysis of variance using the MIXED procedure with the REPEATED statement was performed to test the effects of biochar treatments, time and their interaction on the pH, EC, dissolved element concentrations (Littell et al., 1996) .
Figure SI-1. Change over time in electrical conductivity (EC), dissolved metal(loid)s and dissolved Se as affected by different amendments added to the Vale tailings; "none" is the control, unamended tailings. CEQ = Canadian Environmental Quality guidelines for the protection of aquatic life in soft water (CCME, 2012). Related statistical analyses in Table SI-2. 
